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Lou's THROWING
LEMOMNS AT ME,

BoC !

ME TOO, BLUT |

WOMNDER
WHAT JES=US WO PO.

&

MAYEE HE
WOLILD THRMN
THE LEMOMNS
INTS JUWUMCE

AND QUENCH~ s
OLR THIRS T, ..

Amidst incompetence,

we all

What would Jesus do?

suffer ...

THOMAS FROESE

any UCU staffers take

thetr jobs sepriously ad

perform competantly,

somme even axcel lently
Others, bess so. Consider these recent
senarios.

Situation One: A Canadian second-
ary school graduate with flawless
Englizh a heart for missions ia
told that before e can study develop-
ment studies at UCLL he needs an
extra year of basic studies, that's
mainly English.

This added thme and cost, despite a
letter from Uganda's MNational Council
for Higher Education that exempis
himm, even under UCTs owmn policy
The registrar's of fice eventually
revokes itz decision but not bafora
varions frustrations lead the studant
to return to Canada.

Situation Two: A UL faculty, a
highly-sought Ugandan medical doe-
tor with international eredentials,
haz her modest PO salary topped ap
by an external souree. But for several
manthsa, after repeated reguests and
ni explanation - despite having the
external funds in hand - UCU finance
doesn't the up, forcing the fac-
ulty to thrbaten rezignation. -

Situation Thres: UCL takes on a
termporary adminkstrative assistant
For har two-month temare, withowt
prior notlce, the replacement receives
a lower job-ranking that pays just
5,000 Ugdh a daw, a tiny fraction of
the standard salary for that vole.

She appeals to adminkstration in
vain.

Other stories of frustration abound.

Mot lone apo, The Standard’s 1'e%1[5|-
tion for a simple door vepair of few
minuwtes was ignored for weeks. When
[ looked into it, [ was asked, ncredi-
bly, if I had a welder. 5o for weeks

UCU can't find a welder to secure its
own valuahle technology?

Onee, this newspaper conldn't even
gata rean of paper for its large-scale
printer The UCU stove clerk insisted
there was none. | had just seen the
paper and had the reguisitben in
hand. Yet lae told me rﬂﬁatedly it
the paper didn't exist. Why? To show
his little plece of power?

This is the worst of such nonsensa,
Wanting to flex what authority the
FLAY oF May not have, certain peopjrn;
at varions levels of UCU play games.
With incompetence - and somstinies
with intent - they tov with both the
trwth and with people.

This hurts all of UCL Becanse if
vour dedwve away one good studsnt or
one mood faculty or one good mission-
ary today, how many will come tomor-
row?

And how do you make a good,
never-mind excellent university with-
out good students and faculty? Yoo
don't. You can't

Of coursa, there is always one rea-
som or another bahind any mistake
With the above-noted Canadian sta-
dent, a lower-level registrar’s official
didin't pay attention to important
detail Begarding the salarvy delay for
the Upandan doctor, i1t was a so-callad
“technical error™ with UCL finance.

i\

But in countries and conmunities
that function well, serious problams
get serlous attention. Dysfunctional
policies are changed. People who con-
sistantly perform 1w are let

Why IL:";n‘t ﬂalmp;en mnrﬁh
Upandan culturs? Why is there this
mentality of entitlenent, that once
vt have a job, vou get all bts beneatits
and security without its responsi-
bilities? Where is the accountability?

Jesus would have something to say
about all this. He'd encourage fore-
thought and diligence and certainly
truth-telling in all eour work and rela-
tonships. He'd never allow anvone to
just say “sorry” and then run off to
community worship. In fact, the
Seriptures tell us that Gisd hates this,
theat 1t highly offensive in His sight.

I'm always encour knowin
that .lesuswu:lgmnged tﬁﬁﬁnﬂd w::ﬁ a
group of very average men amd
worken. God doesn't need the best and
b test. He's more interested in the
willing, people who are willing. for
starters, to change themselves.

Amnd is this not UCL's high calling®
To change the culture, starting with
its own? Surely, it is,

When we're not Chrdst-like, we're
afrakd of these things. Then ridicu-
lous bes and people ! Ao
L=, v drive away gu:u:rdﬂsguple. agnd.
vies, we all suffer,



